From: To:

Jens Galschiot Court of First Instance of the High Court of
Owner of the Pillar of Shame the Hong Kong SAR

E: aidoh@aidoh.dk High Court Registry: heregistry@judiciary.hk
Ph: +45 4044 7058 Judge’s Clerk: inquiryrc@judiciary.hk

HKSAR v. Hong Kong Alliance & Others

Case No.: HCCC 155/2022

Att. : The Honourable Court of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Regarding the Pillar of Shame — Claim of Ownership and Request for Return

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am Jens Galschist, the Danish sculptor and creator of the Pillar of Shame, the sculpture formerly displayed at the
University of Hong Kong.

[ write following information that has come to my attention concerning the Court's consideration of the disposal and
possible confiscation of exhibits, including the Pillar of Shame.

I wish to make my position absolutely clear to the Court:

I am the owner of the Pillar of Shame. I claim the sculpture and respectfully request that it be returned to me. I
do not consent to its confiscation, destruction, disposal, or transfer to any other person or institution.

I have asserted my ownership of the sculpture for many years. In my open letter of 12 November 2021 and other
statements throughout the years to the University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong authorities, I expressly stated that
I was the rightful owner of the monument and sought cooperation so that it could ultimately be transported from Hong
Kong to Denmark.

I understand that a question has arisen as to whether I would personally travel to Hong Kong to collect the sculpture or
appoint someone to act on my behalf.

I therefore wish to remove any uncertainty on this point.

I will not personally travel to Hong Kong to collect the Pillar of Shame. Instead, I will appoint and authorize
appropriate professional art handlers, transport specialists and/or an international shipping company to take
possession of the sculpture on my behalf and arrange for its safe transportation from Hong Kong to Denmark.

My transport contractors will cooperate with the Court, the Hong Kong authorities, the Police, the University of Hong
Kong, or any other person or authority presently responsible for custody of the sculpture in order to make the
necessary practical arrangements.

Because the Pillar of Shame is a large, valuable and fragile work of art, its handling and transportation should be
undertaken by suitably qualified professionals. I am prepared to arrange such professional assistance and to provide
the necessary written authorization to the persons or companies collecting the sculpture on my behalf.
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For the avoidance of doubt, the fact that I will not travel personally to Hong Kong does not mean that I have
abandoned the sculpture, relinquished ownership, or do not wish to receive it. To the contrary, by this letter I
formally claim the Pillar of Shame and request its return.

I therefore respectfully ask the Court:

1. not to order the confiscation, destruction or disposal of the Pillar of Shame;

2. to recognize and record that I claim ownership of the sculpture and seek its return;

3. to permit the sculpture to be released to my duly authorized representative and/or professional
shipping company on my behalf; and

4. to allow reasonable time for my representatives to coordinate the necessary arrangements for its safe
collection and transportation to Denmark.

If the Court requires evidence concerning my ownership, a formal authorization, identification documents,
information concerning the proposed shipping company, or any other documentation necessary for the release of the
sculpture, I am ready to provide it through my legal representatives.

I respectfully request that this letter be placed before the judges dealing with the question of the disposal of the Pillar
of Shame and that my claim be considered before any final order concerning the sculpture is made.

I hope that this matter can now be resolved practically and constructively and that the Pillar of Shame can finally be
returned to me and transported safely to Denmark.

Yours faithfully,

Jens Galschiot
Sculptor and creator of the Pillar of Shame
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